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is cumulative, in spite of the probability that, if we could cross- 
examine the witnesses, some of them would cancel each other. 

The De Tocqueville of the third republic has not appeared. Mr. 
Bodley has given us a saner view of France as a whole than any native 
writer has furnished. Meanwhile such books as the one before us 
serve the purpose of cartoons. They call attention to real conditions, 
but they would lead us far astray if we permitted ourselves to draw the 
indicated conclusions. Such books would not be taken very seriously, 
on their own merits, if they were written in English. Of course, there 
must be a "Vive la France!" in the concluding chapters, but this 
rather confirms the impressions, first, that the books were made to sell, 
and, second, that they " do protest too much." Their total effect is 
unfavorable upon our estimate of prevailing tendencies in French 
civilization. A. W. S. 



Economics and Industrial History for Secondary Schools. By Henry 
W. Thurston, Head of the Department of Social and Eco- 
nomic Science in the Chicago Normal School. Chicago : 
Scott, Foresman & Co., 1899. Pp. 300. 

The teacher who wants to guide beginners in the study of society, 
who is not content to have them merely absorb the doctrines of one 
book, who wants to show them how to find out social facts and social 
relations for themselves, will find in this book an outline of the method 
by which one teacher has tried all this with success. It does not follow 
that every teacher could take the book and make an equally successful 
venture with a class of bright pupils. The teachers are rare in sec- 
ondary schools who have specialized sufficiently upon these subjects to 
be safe in giving their pupils such wide range. The exceptional 
teachers who know the ground as intimately as it is known to the 
author of this little book ought to be able to follow the method with 
constantly increasing satisfaction both to themselves and to their 
pupils. The author does not intimate that college students might 
be inducted into the study of economics by use of this guide. In 
fact, however, much college instruction in this subject shoots over 
the heads of students, and for a long time fails to rouse the interest 
that it might and should, from unwillingness on the part of the 
instructors to start with rudiments simple and concrete enough to fix 
the attention. It would by no means be beneath the dignity of college 
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classes to begin the study of economics with this book as an outline. 
Under competent instruction it would be a syllabus that would set as 
high a standard for attainment as the strongest students would be able 
to satisfy. The method deserves wide use. 

A. W. S. 



Chicago Conference on Trusts. Speeches, Debates, Resolutions, 
List of the Delegates, Committees, etc. Held September 
13-16, 1899. Chicago : The Civic Federation of Chicago, 
1900. 
These 626 pages contain very few facts, and fewer arguments, that 
were not previously familiar to everyone who had followed either 
academic or popular discussions of capitalistic tendencies. While 
the book cannot therefore be said to have added to known facts about 
trusts, it certainly does constitute a very valuable exhibit of the ways 
in which different types of our people are today thinking about them. 
While the more recent " Anti-Trust Conference " in Chicago simply 
served to give certain partial views a chance to advertise themselves, 
this book is a better index than could be found elsewhere within brief 
compass of the currents of thought in the United States upon nearly 
all phases of the subject. For this reason the book will soon be 
ancient history, but at the present moment it is well worth the atten- 
tion of all who are concerned with our social and political problems. 

A. W. S. 



Les transformations du pouvoir. Par G. Tarde. Paris : Felix 
Alcan, 1899. Pp. x + 266. 

The substance of two courses of lectures read by the author in 1896 
and 1 898 in the Ecole libr des Sciences Politiques and in the College 
libre des Sciences Sociales is presented in this book to a wider public. 
The author tells us that the argument is an application of his previously 
published sociological ideas to political interpretation. He recognizes 
that there is a physical side to the phenomena of the transformation of 
social power, but he wisely leaves this group of factors to sciences com- 
petent to deal with them, and confines himself to the psychical phases 
of the problem. 

The idea which the book develops is that there is demand for a 
science of political, power to be placed by the side of economic sci- 
ence (1). Compared with economic, scientific, aesthetic, or religious 



